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 News Brief 
 

 

Bangladesh yesterday reported 21 more deaths from COVID-19 bringing the death toll 

from the pandemic to 522. The caseload has also surged to 36,751 after another 1,166 people 

tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 24 hours, said Additional Director General (Admin) 

of Directorate General of Health Services Prof Nasima Sultana in a virtual media briefing. 

Nasima said the recovery rate from the disease in Bangladesh currently stands at 20.61 

percent, while the mortality rate is 1.41 percent so far. She said a total of 2,58,441  

samples have so far been tested adding 5,407  tests in 48 labs across the country in the past 24 

hours. Nasima said now 55,989 people are at quarantine, nearly 4,770 people have now been 

kept in isolation and over 20, 66,334 PPE were distributed and 3,88,803 are in stock. 

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader yesterday in an online briefing 

from his parliament residence here criticized BNP’s political attitude amid the coronavirus 

(COVID-19) crisis and said the BNP remains confined to ‘negative politics’ over the issue. 

Amid the novel coronavirus situation, Quader, also the General Secretary of the ruling 

Awami League, said the BNP leaders, including Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, so far did not 

stand by the peoples. The BNP leaders even did not take any stand beside the devastating 

cyclone affected people though the United Nations office in Bangladesh estimated that 10 

million people were affected, and some 500,000 people may have lost their homes in the 

cyclonic storm Amphan in last week, said Quader. Claiming that the government did not put 

any barrier on the BNP’s programmes, the Minister said the government is providing full 

attention to tackling the coronavirus and also to rehabilitate the cyclone affected people. 

Information Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud yesterday while addressing a discussion at the 

auditorium of Dhaka Reporters’ Unity (DRU) in the capital urged BNP to come forward to 

combat the prevailing coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis together with the government, 

shunning the politics of criticism and hatred. The Minister said the death rate in Belgium is 

15 percent while 14 percent in Britain, 6 percent in the USA, 3.2 percent in India and over 2 

percent in Pakistan. But the death rate in Bangladesh is 1.4 percent. The death rate could have 

increased, if the health service system was bad, he said. Urging BNP to shun politics of 

criticism, he said BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, on the day of holy 

Eid-ul-Fitr, criticised the government even after offering prayers at ‘Ziaur Rahman’s Mazar. 

About the role of reporters, the minister said the reporters are the heart of media. I need your 

overall cooperation and I seek your support to discharge my duties, he said, adding that Prime 

Minister Sheikh Hasina’s government is always friendly to journalists. 

European Union (EU) has decided to provide 1.1 million euro to Bangladesh for 

helping recover damages triggered by cyclone Amphan last week. The EU is determined to 

start helping people in need with no further delay and provides an initial funding of  500.000 

Euro for India and 1100.000 Euro to support the immediate response in Bangladesh, said EU 

Commissioner for Crisis Management, Janez Lenarcic in a statement. He said this storm hits 

at a time when social distancing remains essential to prevent a further spread of the 

coronavirus. A crisis on top of a crisis, so to say, he added, according to a media release 

issued by EU delegation here yesterday. 
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Anwara Begum, the wife of Jatiya Sangsad Deputy Speaker Fazle Rabbi Miah, 

breathed her last at the Combined Military Hospital (CMH) around 10:40am yesterday at the 

age of 67, sources said, adding she had been sick for a long time. President M Abdul Hamid 

and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday expressed deep shock and sorrow at the death of 

Anwara Begum. In separate condolence messages, they prayed for eternal peace of the 

departed soul and conveyed profound sympathy to the bereaved family. 

Renowned educationist and founding principal of Sunbeams School Niloufer Manzur, 

wife of a former adviser to caretaker government Syed Manzur Elahi and daughter of late Dr 

Mafiz Ali Chowdhury, a former minister in Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 

Mujibur Rahman’s cabinet in 1972, passed away earlier yesterday (May 26) at the Combined 

Military Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka at the age of 74. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and Jatiya 

Sangsad (JS) Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury yesterday expressed deep shock and 

sorrow at the death of Niloufer Manzur. In separate condolence messages, they prayed for 

eternal peace of the departed soul and conveyed profound sympathy to the bereaved family.  

Maritime ports of Chattogram, Cox’s Bazar, Mongla and Payra have been advised to 

keep hoisted local cautionary signal no three as steep pressure gradient persists over the 

North Bay, said a Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD) press release here 

yesterday. 
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