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News Brief

Prime Minister Sheikh Iasina yesterday asked all security forces including the armed forces to remain alert,
saying the people who opposed Padma Bridge construction are out to do something destructive so the bridge’s grand
opening couldn’t take place on June 25. The PM said this while addressing the 36th founding anniversary function of
the elite Special Sccurity Force at PMO. The PM asked the chicfs of the three services and police, Border Guard
Bangladesh, Rapid Action Battalion and Ansar personnel, who were present in the programme to stay alert in
safcguarding the key point installations such as the Rooppur Power Plant, Metro Rail and Tunncl under the
Karnaphuli River.

The country is celebrating a three-day 'National Fruit Fair 2022' across the country from Junc 16 to 18.
Agriculture Ministry organised the fair with the theme “Year-long Fruit Cultivation brings both Money and Nutrition'.
President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina have given seperate messages on the occasion of
"National Fruit Fair 2022". The President, in his message, said the importance of fruit and fruit trees in the country's
cconomic development including protection of environment, supply of vitamins and minerals to the people is
immense. In her message, the Prime Minister said, fruits arc natural sources of vitamin and minerals to mect the
nutritional needs of the human body.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) yesterday approved a proposal in principle for
procuring some 6.30 lakh metric tons of urea fertilizer from Muntajat, Qatar to meet the growing demand of the
country. The approval came from the 14th meeting of the CCEA this year, held yesterday virtually with Finance
Minister AIIM Mustafa Kamal in the chair. Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation (BCIC) under the Ministry
of Industries would procure such quantity of urca fertilizer from Qatar Chemical and Petrochemical Marketing and
Distribution Company. Muntajat, Qatar under G to G agreement for the next fiscal year Y23 and the fertilizer will be
brought under various lots.

Finance Minister AITM Mustafa Kamal yesterday categorically said, he is not under any pressure by any
means for the budgetary provision for bringing back the undisclosed money of Bangladeshis abroad in the mainstream
of cconomy adding that he would accomplish whatever he had pledged. The FM said this virtually while replying to a
volley of questions afier chairing separate meetings on the Cabinet Committee on liconomic Affairs and the Cabinet
Committee on Government Purchase (CCGP). The privilege for tax amnesty in such case would remain in force for a
year till June 2023, according to the budget proposal for the next fiscal year FY23.

Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr Tasan Mahmud yesterday said, no new act is being adopted for
journalists. He stated this while replying to a query of journalists at the meeting room of his ministry at Secretariat in
Dhaka yesterday. Larlier, Mr. Hasan exchanged views with the leaders of journalists™ apex body Bangladesh FFederal
Union of Journalists (BIFUJ). The BEUJ leaders demanded the cancelation of all government facilities including
newsprint quota, identity cards, ads and supplementary of those news outlets which are not implementing the ninth
wage board award. Replying to a query over a comment of Press Council chairman, Minister said, most of the
members of the council are journalists and editors and they had proposed to amend the Council Act of 1974 to
strengthen it. The proposal is in process till now and no new act is being adopted for the journalists, he added. e said,
many persons of unregistered online portals, IP I'V and even employees of YouTube channcls introduced themsclves
as journalists and some of them as employed district correspondents. Even, they take money from those
correspondents and some deceives common people in the name of journalists, he added.

Ioreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen yesterday welcomed the resumption of Joint Working Group (J WG)
talk between Bangladesh and Rohingyas regarding repatriation of the forcibly displaced people from Bangladesh to
their homeland in Rakine state of Myanmar. I1e said this to the media after attending a programme at a hotel in Dhaka
yesterday. e said, it's good news that Myanmar has started the discussion. On Tuesday, Bangladesh and Myanmar
held the fifth meeting of the JWG virtually on the repatriation of displaced people of Rakhine State of Myanmar
temporarily sheltered in Bangladesh. Bangladesh yesterday called upon Myanmar carly commencement of repatriation
to lessen the colossal burden of hosting the displaced Rohingya people.



Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen yesterday said, he will discuss all outstanding issucs
including water sharing and border management between Bangladesh and India during the Joint Consultation
Commission (JCC) meeting to be held on June 19 in New Delhi. He said this to the media after attending an cvent at a
city hotel in Dhaka yesterday. Dr Momen will hold the seventh foreign minister level JCC meeting between
Bangladesh and India with his Indian counterpart Dr Jaishankar. During the JCC meeting, the FM said, Dhaka and
New Delhi will discuss water sharing issuc of different transboundary rivers including Kushiwara and Feni. He said,
as a new issuc. anti-dumping on jute and energy sceurity would also be discussed during the talk. The Bangladesh I'M
thanked India for taking collective action to check any kind of tension or instability between the people of the two
countrics. Dr Momen said, India has alrcady given permission to export wheat to Bangladesh even through private
scctor.

Fisherics and Livestock Minister SM Rezaul Karim yesterday said, there is no need to import sacrificial
animals from abroad as the country has sufficient number of animals for Eid-ul-Azha. He said this in an inauguration
function of ACI Limited in Sreepur upazila at Gazipur district yesterday. He also said. nccessary steps been taken to
tackle cattle smuggling ahead of Eid. He hoped that Bangladesh would be able to produce improved varitics of animal
like Australia, New Zealand, Bulgaria and Brazil in the function.

>adma Bridge is not just an engincering masterpicce but a symbol of pride and dignity of Bangladesh as well
and all the people of the country equally share this glory, said Prime Minister’s ICT Affairs Adviser Sajecb Wazed
Joy in a facebook status. Padma Bridge stands majestically above the river marked with one of the strongest currents
in the world. Braving a spectrum of challenges, we have finally exccuted this self-funded project. It's your and my
hard-carned money that contributed to this success, said Joy. He wrote monsoon is around and the river Padma will be
bulging soon. the most treacherous one only after the Amazon. Since independence, people of the entire Southern
region have been required to risk life for crossing the river throughout the year, he added.

Voting for Cumilla City Corporation (CUCC) clections ended peacefully yesterday. The voting started at 8 am
and continued until 4 pm without any break. The voters were seen standing in lines since morning to cast their votes.
The Election Commission made all preparations for free and fair clections. The voting took place on electronic voting
machines. Three mayoral candidates cast their votes in their respective polling stations Cumilla City Corporation
clections. Adequate law enforcement personnel were deployed at cach polling station so that the voters can come to
the polling booths without any hindrance. Law enforcement continues to patrol the city's main thoroughfares.

Bangladesh Bank (BB) will release new currency notes of Taka 10, Taka 20 and Taka 100 denominations in
the market ahead of Lid-ul-Azha from Junc 29. The exchange will continue till July 7. People can collect bundles of
new notes by exchanging a similar amount of Taka as per requirement for a single time during the banking hours on
the working days. The BB will maintain the serial of the notes so that a single person cannot collect new notes several
times.

Bangladesh yesterday reported zero Covid-19 death in the past 24 hours while it recorded 232 coronavirus
positive cases during the period. Bangladesh reported 3.88 percent Covid-19 positive cases as 5,986 samples were
tested in the last 24 hours, Dircctorate General of Health Services sources said.

DSIX, the key index of the Dhaka Stock Iixchange, increased by 0.2 per cent, or 13.12 points, to close at
6,374.51 points yesterday after losing 122.84 points in the previous four sessions.
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