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News Brief 
                      

The Cabinet has approved a proposal to announce March 7 as the “National Historic Day” 

to be observed every year nationally for recalling the memory of the 7th March Speech of Father of 

the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. The decision came from a cabinet meeting with 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair yesterday. The cabinet in principle approved a draft of 

the “Sheikh Hasina Medical University, Khulna Act, 2020” to build a medical university in the 

division to develop the scope for higher medical education and research. 

The government officials including officials of private and autonomous organisations have 

been asked not to leave their work stations during the upcoming Eid-ul-Azha holiday to contain the 

spread of coronavirus in the country. The Ministry of Public Administration issued a gazette 

notification in this regard yesterday. Earlier in the day, the decision in this regard was taken at the 

Cabinet meeting. 

Bangladesh yesterday recorded 39 more fatalities from the novel coronavirus in a daily 

count, raising the death toll from the pandemic to 2,391.  At the same time recovery count rose to 

98,317 after another 4,703 patients were discharged from the hospitals during the period. The 

country also saw further rise in coronavirus cases with the detection of 3,099 new cases taking the 

total number of cases to 1,86,894.  

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader while speaking at a virtual press 

briefing yesterday warned that those who try to accumulate wealth by tarnishing the image of the 

AL will not be speared. Obaidul Quader said, BNP continues delivering poisonous statements 

against the government without standing by the people amid the ongoing corona virus pandemic  

crisis. 

Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud said, the government has taken steps against JKG 

Health Care and Regent Hospital authorities before any allegation is raised against them. Dr. Hasan 

Mahmud while exchanging views with the journalists at his ministry yesterday also said, BNP 

leaders and many others are now issuing statements on these matters, but the government unearthed 

the corruptions before that. 

Local Government Minister Md Tajul Islam talking to media yesterday said, this year 

animal markets will be arranged on a limited scale across the country due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. He urged people to use online platform for selling and buying animals to contain the 

spread of the virus. Meanwhile, the Department of Livestock Services informed that a total of 1200 

veterinary medical teams would be deployed at the cattle markets across the country to ensure 

healthy and disease-free sacrificial animals during the upcoming Eid-ul Azha. 

President Md. Abdul Hamid in a condolence message expressed profound shock at the 

death of country‟s leading businessman and Chairman of Jamuna Group Nurul Islam Babul. 

Information Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud and State Minister for Information Md. Murad Hassan 

also expressed deep shock at the death of Nurul Islam Babul who was also the owner of „Daily 

Jugantor‟ and „Jamuna Television‟. 

           Flood situation may further worsen in Kurigram, Gaibandha, Natore, Bogura, Jamalpur, 

Sirajganj, Tangail and Rajbari by today. Flood is likely to remain static at Sylhet, Sunamganj and 

Netrokona and Feni while it may improve in Nilphamari, Lalmonirhat and Rangpu in the next 24 

hours, said a Flood Forecasting and Warning Center bulletin yesterday. 
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Ninety percent river banks along the Dhaka city and its adjacent areas have been freed from 

illegal encroachment. State Minister for Shipping Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury said this while 

visiting the Buriganga and Turag river banks project yesterday. 

Bangladesh has received the first ever Indian Parcel Train at Benapole carrying 384 tonnes 

of dry chilies from Indian south-eastern Andhra Pradesh state. The Special Parcel Express train 

consisting of 16 parcel vans traveled a distance over 1372 kilometers from Reddipalem in Guntur 

of Andhra to Benapole, a press release of Indian High Commission in Dhaka said yesterday. The 

parcel train initiative was taken as the trade between the two neighbouring countries  had been 

affected after the disruption of  the transport services due to COVID-19 related restrictions since 

March 2020. 

 US Ambassador to Bangladesh Earl Miller while inaugurating a webinar series last week 

reaffirmed his country‟s commitment to assisting Bangladesh in its anti-terrorism efforts. The US 

envoy also lauded Bangladesh‟s endeavor in expanding digital evidence efforts to investigate and 

prosecute terrorist crimes being committed with computers and through digital media, a US 

embassy press release said yesterday. 

French Ambassador to Dhaka Jean-Marin Schuh in a message on the occasion of the French 

National Day which is being celebrated today said, Bangladesh and France have a bright future 

together despite the difficult times they are going through right now. He also said, more than 

common interests, we also share a common vision especially regarding climate change and we will 

work everyday to strengthen our strategic partnerships. 

A Dhaka court yesterday placed JKG Healthcare Chairman Dr. Sabrina Arif  Chowdhury, a 

suspended physician at National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases on three-day remand in a case 

lodged over issuing fake coronavirus test reports. Meanwhile, another court also in Dhaka 

yesterday issued warrant to arrest Regent Group Chairman Shahed in similar separate cases. 

By-elections to the parliamentary constituencies –- Bogura-1 and Jashore-6 – are being held 

today. Balloting started at 9am and would continue till 5pm without any break. 

The government has appointed Major General Md Ashikuzzaman as Bangladesh‟s 

Ambassador to Kuwait, said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs yesterday. 

The business entities of the country would now be able to make VAT payments to the 

government exchequer directly from their bank accounts through online. The National Board of 

Revenue is going to launch VAT e-payment system in this regard from July 16. 

 Four hundred girl students in Sadar Upazila of  Panchagarh District are going to receive 

bicycles from the government. Land Secretary Md. Maksudur Rahman Patwary inaugurated the 

bicycles distribution activities among the girl students on Panchagarh Sadar Upazila Parishad 

ground yesterday. 
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