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 News Brief 
 

The holy Eid-ul-Fitr, one of the greatest religious festivals of Muslims, will be 

celebrated on Monday as moon of the Shawwal month of 1441 Hijri was not sighted in the 

sky of the country last evening.  The decision was taken at a meeting of the National Moon 

Sighting Committee on yesterday evening after reviewing the information of Shawwal moon 

sighting. Earlier, on May 14, the Religious Affairs Ministry issued a circular asking the 

authorities concerned to hold Eid Jamaat of the Eid-ul-Fitr at nearby mosques instead of 

Eidgahs or open space aiming to contain the spread of coronavirus. The State Minister for 

Religious Affairs urged the Muslim devotees not to hug each other after Eid-ul-Fitr prayers. 

In line with the government directives, Dhaka north and south city corporation decided not to 

hold any Eid jamaat on the open spaces, including at the National Eidgah on the High Court 

premises, here in the city. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will address the nation today at 7:30 pm on the eve of 

the Eid-ul-Fitr, the biggest religious festival of the Muslims, PM‟s Press Secretary Ihsanul 

Karim told BSS. Her speech will be broadcast by Bangladesh Television, Bangladesh Betar 

as well as private TV channels and radio stations.  

Bhutanese Prime Minister Lotay Tshering yesterday called his Bangladesh counterpart 

Sheikh Hasina over phone and extended greetings to her on the occasion of the holy Eid-ul-

Fitr,PM‟s Press Secretary Ihsanul Karim told BSS. He said during the 15-minute 

conversation, the Bangladesh premier also extended her greetings to Lotay Tshering and the 

Bhutanese people on the occasion of the Eid-ul-Fitr. The Bhutanese premier enquired about 

the damages caused by super cyclone Amphan in Bangladesh and expressed sympathy over 

the loss of life and property due to the cyclone. The Bangladesh Prime Minister thanked her 

Bhutanese counterpart for making the phone call and expressing sympathy over the damages 

caused by the Amphan. The issue related to ongoing coronavirus situation also came up for 

discussion between the two leaders, Press Secretary said. 

The tally of infections from the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in Bangladesh 

yesterday has surged to 32,078 as 1,873 fresh cases were detected and the fatalities from the 

pandemic have climbed to 452 after 20 new deaths, the highest in a single day, were 

registered during a 24-hour period, said Additional Director General (Admin) of Directorate 

General of Health Services Prof Nasima Sultana in a virtual media briefing. Among the total 

infections, 20.22 percent patients have recovered while 1.41 percent died so far. She said a 

total of 2,34,675 samples have so far been tested adding 10,834 tests in 47 labs across the 

country in the past 24 hours. Nasima said now 55,157 people are at quarantine 4007 people 

are in isolation and over 20, 61,032 PPE were distributed and 3,45, 995 are in stock. 

The Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader yesterday in a video 

message issued from his official residence here urged all to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr following 

health guidelines to contain coronavirus transmission and check deaths from the disease. The 

Minister called upon the Muslims to celebrate Eid at their respective places. He asked the 

people not to be desperate in going homes ahead of Eid, saying the home-goers are taking 
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various tactics on the way to their homes to avoid police patrolling. Noting that the 

government would continue the works of development projects in full-swing after Eid-ul-Fitr, 

he said the construction work of Padma Bridge project is underway amid the COVID-19 

crisis. Quader, also Awami League General Secretary asked the AL leaders and activists to 

stand by the coronavirus affected people and cyclone victims during the Eid-ul-Fitr. 

Agriculture Minister Dr Abdur Razzak yesterday from the conference room of the 

Ministry of Agriculture via „Zoom‟ video conferencing inaugurated the government service 

portal platform “Food for Nation” (web site: foodfornation.gov.bd) to enable marginal 

farmers to get fair prices as well as consumers to get the required food-grains and agricultural 

products as per their demand easily within a short time and at the right price , a press release 

said. State Minister for Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Division Zunaid 

Ahmed Palak presided over the function, reports BSS. Farmers, marketers, storekeepers, and 

institutional consumers will get the opportunity to verify prices and quality of the product 

across the country and have direct commercial communication on the platform through the 

countrywide network of „Ek Shop‟. 

Manufacture of Reactor Pressure Vessel (RPV) for Unit-1 of Rooppur Nuclear Power 

Plant (RNPP) has recorded a further development as the production of Core Barrel has been 

completed. The Core Barrel was manufactured at the Volgodonsk Branch of AEM- 

technology in Russia, according to a message received here yesterday. 

Over 5.5 crore people of 1.25 crore families across the country have received relief as 

the government continues its humanitarian assistance to mitigate their sufferings in the wake 

of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. As of May 22, a total of 1,82,067 metric tons of 

rice has been allocated as relief and of the volume, 1,62,193 metric tons was distributed 

among over 5,61,48,579 people of over 1,25,02,948 families across the country, said an 

official handout here today. The government has so far allocated Taka 104.07 crore in cash 

for purchasing baby food and other relief items. Of the total amount, Taka 81,73,72,264 was 

allocated for relief in cash while Taka 69.1038253 crore has already been distributed among 

3.5121547 crore people of 75.29872 lakh families. Besides, Taka 22.34 crore was allocated 

for baby food aid while Taka 17,35,05,036 has been distributed among around 11,67,796 

people of 5,45,376 families across the country. 

The Rohingya population have still been suffering persecution in Myanmar despite 

International Court order, says Amnesty International, a UK-based right organisation. Despite 

the International Court‟s order, nothing has changed for the estimated 600,000 Rohingyas 

who live in Rakhine State in dire conditions, including around 126,000 whom the authorities 

are holding indefinitely in camps, said Amnesty International‟s Southeast Asia Regional 

Director Nicholas Bequelin said, an AI press release said. 

A total of 154 more Thai nationals who were stuck here amid flight suspension due to 

COVID-19 pandemic left here for Bangkok yesterday by a special chartered flight, according 

to The Royal Thai Embassy here. 
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