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 News Brief 
 

 

The holy Eid-ul-Fitr, one of the greatest religious festivals of the Muslims, is being 

celebrated across the country today with religious fervor and zeal. Meanwhile, President M 

Abdul Hamid yesterday greeted the countrymen as well as the Muslims across the world on 

the occasion of the Eid-ul-Fitr and urged the society’s affluent quarter to stand by the poor in 

this tough time of Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. In a message on the holy Eid-ul-Fitr, 

the President called upon countrymen to celebrate the Eid festival maintaining health rules 

and social distancing with utmost caution. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday hinted at further relaxation of the ongoing 

nationwide shutdown over the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic to resume economic 

activities, saying that it is not possible to keep blocked the way of the people’s income for an 

indefinite time. In a nationwide televised address on the eve of the Eid-ul-Fitr, the Prime 

Minister also announced that all the programmes that the government launched to help the 

people in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak will continue until the present crisis is over. 

Sheikh Hasina also congratulated and extended Eid-ul-Fitr greetings to the farmers and all 

concerned involved in agriculture for playing an important role in ensuring food security in 

this critical time. She urged all countrymen to share the joy of Eid with the family members 

staying at home in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. Elaborating her government’s 

measures for ensuring treatment for Covid-19 patients, the Premier said that they have 

already increased the capacity to this end by designating a significant number of private 

hospitals alongside the public ones and appointing 2,000 physicians and 5,000 nurses.  

Bangladesh yesterday reported 28 more deaths from COVID-19, the highest in a daily 

count, bringing the death toll from the pandemic to 480. The caseload has also surged to 

33,610 after another 1,532 people tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 24 hours, said 

Additional Director General (Admin) of Directorate General of Health Services Prof Nasima 

Sultana in a virtual media briefing. Nasima said the recovery rate from the disease in 

Bangladesh currently stands at 20.53 percent, while the mortality rate is 1.43 percent so far. 

She said a total of 2,43,583 samples have so far been tested adding 8908  tests in 47 labs 

across the country in the past 24 hours. Nasima said now 55,153 people are at quarantine and 

over 20, 64,934 PPE were distributed and 3,89, 803 are in stock. 

Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader yesterday in a virtual press 

conference from his official residence here urged the countrymen to celebrate the Eid-ul-Fitr 

following health guidelines to help contain coronavirus transmissions and check deaths from 

the disease. Quader, also Awami League General Secretary, greeted the countrymen as well 

as the Muslim Ummah across the globe on the occasion of holy Eid-ul- Fitr, one of the 

biggest religious festivals of the Muslims. The Minister hoped that overcoming the 

coronavirus crisis, Bangladesh would move towards the expected development and progress 

under the skilled and dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. 

Information Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud yesterday at a press briefing at his official 

residence in city’s Minto road area turned down a media report on lawmakers’ staying away 

from ongoing relief distribution and said most of the lawmakers have stood beside the 

vulnerable people in their respective constituencies across the country from the very 
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beginning of the Coronavirus pandemic. He said there is an appeal from the government that 

every people should maintain stay at home rules and hence the lawmakers are not also out of 

the purview of this request. Hasan, also Awami League Joint General Secretary, said most of 

the ministers have been doing offices from the very beginning of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Even, Information Ministry remains open every day and I myself attend the office. Not only 

me, most of the ministers supervise the relief distribution activities along with their regular 

government functions, he added. At the beginning, Hasan greeted the countrymen on the 

occasion of holy Eid-ul-Fitr and urged all to maintain the health code during the festival. 

State Minister for civil aviation and tourism M Mahbub Ali yesterday while virtually 

inaugurating an online training for the tour operators laid emphasis on formulating innovative 

ideas to resurrect the country’s tourism during post COVID-19 period as tourism sector, like 

other countries, has been hard hit by the pandemic. He urged the private sector to step 

forward and work along with the government in finding a way out to limit the tourism 

sector’s financial fallout due to the pandemic. 

State Minister for Water Resources Zahid Faruk yesterday at a meeting over assessing 

the damage caused by 'Amphan' said Bangladesh Army will take part in repairing 

embankments damaged during cyclone 'Amphan'.  

The government is continuing relief distribution across the country as part of its 

humanitarian assistance to mitigate people’s sufferings in the wake of the coronavirus 

pandemic. As of Saturday, a total of 1,82,067 tonnes of rice has been allocated as relief and 

of the volume, 1,62,193 tonnes was distributed among about 5.86 crore people of about 1.30 

crore families across the country, said an official handout today. The government has so far 

allocated Taka 105 crore for distributing in cash as relief. Of the total amount, over Taka 

69.10 crore has been allocated among about 3.66 crore people of over 77.25 lakh families 

across the country. Besides, Taka 22.34 crore was allocated for distributing in cash as baby 

food aid while over Taka 17.75 crore has already been distributed among over 11.75 people 

of about 5.59 families across the country. 

President M Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday paid rich 

tributes to the memories of the country’s National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam on his 121st birth 

anniversary to be observed today. In separate messages, they also prayed for eternal peace of 

the departed soul of the poet. They said Nazrul’s lifelong pursuit was economic and political 

emancipation of the oppressed people of the society and the recognition of the social status of 

the people. 

Alhaz Moqbul Hossain(70), former elected MP from Dhaka’s Mohammadpur-

Dhanmondi constituency in 1996, died at the Combined Military Hospital in Dhaka last 

night. President M Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina expressed deep shock 

and sorrow at the death of Awami League (AL) Advisory Council Member and former 

lawmaker Moqbul Hossain. In separate condolence messages, they prayed for eternal peace 

of the departed soul and conveyed profound sympathy to the bereaved family. 
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