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Ncws Rrief
Ourlgoing Anrbassaclor tl1'the Philippines to Banglaclesh Virrccnte Vivencio -[. Bandillo paid

a tareu'ell cail on Pr:csiclcr-rt N4c'I. Abdul IIamid at Bangabhaban vesterc'1a1,. Durin-q the call on. thc
Prcsidcnt called upon the Philippines governrnent to inrport garments prociucts ilncl meclicines fl'onl
13angladesh as the coLrntrv ollcrs \\'o1'ld class products at comparatively lery prices. 'l'hc Prcsiclent

hoped that thc l'hilippines. being a member of ASFl,,\N woulcl play a str'on!r role in thc
rcpatriation of l{ohingl,as to their hornelanc'I.

I)rimc Nfir-rister Sheikh []asina has askecl the Bangladesh Alm1, to bc alu,avs prepared tcr

tncc an1'threat fl'om honrc ilncl abroad to protect the constitution and sovereigntl'o1'the motherlancl.
'l'he Premier \\'as adclressing the flags raising prograrlrrxe o1'eighl units and organis:rtions o1-

Banglaclcsl"r Amy zrt Sheikh Hasina Cantonment. Lcbuirhali in Patuakl'rali ,vestcrda1,. joitiing
virtually 1i'om Ganabhaban. The Prirne Minister said. to develop Banglnciesh Armv as capablc ol'
tacing gco-political ancl nrilitary challenges of' the 2lst ccntur,v. thc govcrnr.)rent has bccn
iurplemcnting Ibrccs goal-2030 that rvas fonnr-rlatecl lollorving thc Dcl-ense Polic.v o1'thc Fatl.rcr ol-
tlrc Nation.

Pljnrc l\4inister: Sheikh Ilasina asked the private banlis to be morc sinccrc in provicling loans
to small busincss cnte'rpriscs at lo\\r interest under the govcrrrment's incentir"c package. to o1'1.sc1 thc
Clovid-19 lallout as sorrle 35 cor-t'tt-nercial banks under Bangladcsh Association ol'Banks-BAB
)'estercla)'provicled 2-5.95.000 blankets to the Prirne Ministcr's Relief and Weltalc Funcl to hclp thc
poor during thc upcorrring lr,inter.l-he Primc Minister said, proving all apprehensions wrong. the
countn"s reserve of foreign clrrrenc,v is LIS$ 40 billion even :rmid COVID-19 panclcnric.
Ilanglaclcsh is probi'Lbl1'tl-re onl--l couurtry'in the worlcl that has bcen able to keep its cconomr,'alloat
ll'onr the beginning of tl-rc panclemic as the governlrlenl took tirnell.measurcs. shc acldecl.

Prinrc Nlinistcr Shcikh Ilasina rvill la1, the fbr-u'rdation-stonc of tlre RangabanclhLr I{ailrvav
Ilridge toda1. u,l-iich u,ill be coustrttcted over thc Jatrut-ta Rivcr next to the Ilangabanclhu llriclgc.
'f'l-re pr:oject is expectec'lto be done b1'2025. 'fhe Premierrvill also virtutrlh'.join Swaclhinata
I)iidak 2020-giving ccrcmon.,'- u'hich was postponed due to Clovicl-19, at the Osrnani l\4cntorial
Auclitoriur-n in the capital in the morning.

Speaker Dr. Shirin Shannin Clhaudhur.v has said. Fiither of tl.re Nation I3angabandhLr Shcikh
N4LrjibLrr Rahmzur lbLrght his nholc lif-e 1br the poiitical and cconornic emancip:rtion ot'rren and

\\on'lcu ancl hc laid thc fbunclation fbr wotnen's empo\\ierment. J'he Spcakcr rvas acldrcssing a

virtu:rl discussior-r on 'Bangabanclhu in Wornen's Iinrpor,vement'n-iarking "iV{ujib llorsho'
organized b1'lVleherpur District Adrlinistration,vesterclal'.-['he Spciikcr also adnrinistercci thc oath
ol'tu,c'r ncull'clcctcd N4Ps. Kazi MorTirul Islam and Mcl. Anw'ar Hosseiin tlclal. clcctcci fion:i I)haka-
5 and Naogaon-6 respcctivcly. 1'esterclal, at the Jatiya Sangsad llhaban.

I{oad'l.rarnsport ancl I}ridges Minister Obaidul Qr"radcr. pointing to IINP Sccrctar_v Gencral
Mirza Irakhrul lslam Alarngir''s allegation that the government u,antccl to kcep BNP au,av ll'on-r

politics said" BNP is getting isoiated from people becausc of its ill-politics.'l'hc Minister i,i,l.iile

virtuall.v inaugurating e tnrirring ceutre of BRTCI at Gabtoli in thc capitai vesterday' saic1, thc
dcmancl for womcn drir''ers in the country is increasing dai'by clay, so it is an urgcnt to inclr-rde cent
pcrccnt \\'omcn clrivcrs ancl hclpers in the IIR'|C's u,omcn bus serr,ice and school bus scn'ice.

'lhe Cabinet Clomnrittce on Government Purchase in a virtu:rl mceting yestcrdal,'" chairccl br'
["inancc N4inistcr A tl N4 Mr-rstattr Kanral approvecl lbur proposals u,itl-i an cstirratccl cosl ol'arourrci
'laka 428.c)9 crore. inclr-rcling onc tor improving the Dhaka Watcr Suppll'netr,r,ork. lltc Cabinct
Committec on lrconomic Atlairs mceling also l"reld yesterclay approved a proposal irr principlc hrr
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lollon'ing thc Dircct l)rocurement N4ethod on emergeucr" maintcltance clrcdging at Rabrtabad

cltanncl o1- Pa1'ra Pttrt pro.jcct.Meanu,hile. thc government has rcorganisecl thc scvcn-nrember
('iibinet corrntiltce heaciccl by' Local Gor,'ernnrent N{inistcr Md.'l"azr-rl lslan-r to finalisc the Dctailccl

Area Plan-DAP prcparcd b1'thc RA.ItlK.
'l'urkish Ptcsicient Reccp I'a.vyip Erclogan may visit l3angladesh to attend thc N4Lriib Borsho

cclebrations ir-r Marcl-r ncxt year. il'Covid situation irnproves. [iorcign Minister Dr:. A K ,'\bdut
N,{omcn toldjournalists after l'urrkish Ambassadorto Banglaclcsh Mr-rstafa Osman t'uran ntet hitr at

thc Foreign ntinistr-v on 'l'uesclav to hand over special gift o1'rneclical oquipmerit. sent br'thc
-l'urkish Prcsident. Besides. -['iukish Foreign Minister Nfevliit (lavuqoflu rvill con're to I]angladcsh

soon to inaugurate thc ncwly-built mission of Turkey'in I)haka. he saicl.'l'l-ic N4inister l'urther said.

ILrrlici'\\'ants to takc bilalernl trade to llS$2 billion a vear at thc sooncst tt'ont about tJS$900

million norv.Mcanu'hile. tlic Maldivcs has expressed its kecn intcrcst to recruit morc tloctors ancj

nurscs tiom Biingladesh whcn the or-rtgoing Maldivian Higli Conrnrissioncr to Banglaclcsh Aishath

Shaan Shakir made a ltrre w'clI call on Dr. Mornen yesterdal'.

I-ancl NIinislcr Saifr-rzzar-nan Chou,clhury ITas saicl that lancl clcvc-loprnent tiixes can bc paicl

orrline tiom anl,where in the u,orlci fionr.lu[.v 1.2021. IIc u.,as speahing at thc inaLrgLtral {iniction o1'

the onlirre-base,cl land developrnent tax managemcnt softr,r,are piloting program at I-ris nrinistrl'
ycsrcrda.v rvith the thenre'l,ar.rd service in hand'. State N4inistcr'{br ICI'I Division.Iunaid Al rlcd
Palak speal<ing at a fiurction ir-r Dlraka vestcrda1, said. 300 schools of the tutLrre are being set up in
the countn, to get iclcas arbout fi'orrticr tcchnologies like blockchain. intenret of things. robolics so

that in tlte lururc thcl,ma-v clevclop ir-rto skillecl people suitable lbrthe Fourth Ir.rdLrstrial Rcvolution.
'l'he governmcr-rt. in ati online rneeting of the lrood Plar,ning and Monitoring LJnit unc-lcr the

N4inistrl of lroocl 1,cstercla,v decidcd to procure trvo Iac tons paclcll'ancl 6.50 lal<h tons ricc this 1'car.
'l'hc governmcnl has set thc pirddl,procLrremcnl price at'I'aka 26 prcr kg.'l-alta 37 ltcr lig lirr
parboilecl ricc and l-akn.i6 pcr kg firr Atap rice. said Foocl Nlinistcr Sarclhan Chandra )VI:iiunrclcr.

I,'isheries ancl Livcstock N4inistcr S M Rezaul Karim in a mecting at his t-ninistrl,' )'cslelda)
said. the govcntntclrt is lorrr-rr-Llating a policl' to sarf-eguarcl tl,e por-rltt'1' at-icl clairf irrdLrslrics o1'the

cr'rLrn tr\'.

l.fS-Bangla Airlir-res starlcd schedr-rlec] flights on Dhalia-(ll.rerrnai. (ihattogram-Chcnn:ri :rncl

Dhaka-I(olkata routes licxl -yesterclay undcr the 'Air Bubble Agreemetrt' betw'een Banglaclesl-r ancl

India. lndian IIigh C'omnrissioner to Ranglaclesl.r Vikratn K I)oraiswan.ri speaking on the occasion

rissurccl thal the proccss of issuing of tor-rrist visas tcl Bangladesh trar,'e1lers u,ill rcstart soou.

lVleanrvhilc. Libcration War Afl'airs Ministrl,'yesterdai'issuecl a slatcrncnt sceking applications
fiom incligcnt ailing flccdom lightcrs to be treated in thc ncighborirrg cot-rntrv Inclia unclet' thc.joint
vcntLrre of thc ntinistrf ancl Inclian }tJigh Comrnission in Dhaka rvith fir-rancjal assistancc ll'onr the

Indian govcntnlent. -fhc fi'eeclom fightcrs have been acivisccl subnrit their applicatiot'ts to thc

concernecl civil surgeon of ces b1" Nol'cmbcr 15.2020.

A total ol'31 .journalists. u,ho passcd hard time Lrecause o['thc coronavirus oulbt'eak in

Lakshr"nipur clistrict. 1'csterdiil' rcceir.,ecl 'laka 10.000 cach as l-tnancial sLrplloft ll'on-r Printc
\linister's spccial 1irnc1. N,lcanwhilc" thc daily'Sokalbela cclitor zrnd publisher Svccl ['.nanrul Ilacyurc

clicd at a hospital in the capital 1,estercla1,. Inlormation Minister I)r. Ilasan Mahrnucl erptesscd
profbuncl shock at his cleatl'r. l-he coLrntr.v ycsterda.v recorclcd 23 morc lirtalities fl'onr thc CIOVID-
19. raising the cleath toll fiorn thc panden-ric to 5.861. MP of ll:rbiganj-3 Aclvocate lV{cl. Abu /.ahir.
u,ho has been inl'cctec] u,itl-r Colid-19. airlificd to Dhaka.veslertlal,ancl acldr-nitlccl to the Conrbinecj

Nlilitar'y llospital. l-hc sliutclown o1-cducational institr-rtions is going to be extendt'rl tin'thr'r tluc ltr
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coronavilr,rs panilemic. oI'fIcial soLlrccs in1brmed yesterday'.


