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News Brief

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday while interacting with the public
representatives and officials of eight districts of Dhaka and Mymensingh divisions on the
present ooronavirus situation through a videoconference from her official Ganabhaban
residence said the government will procure 21 lakh metric tons (MT) of food grains - 8 lakh
MT paddy, 10 lakh MT rice, 2.20lal<h MT Atap (sunned) rice and 80,000 MT wheat- in the
current season to ensure food security in the country. The Prime Minister also said the
government has taken special measures for smooth supply of the essential goods in the
upcoming Ramadan. The Premier urged the people not to be frustrated in this situation and

fight the disease with courage following health codes. Sheikh Hasina said the government will
issue 50 lakh more ration cards for the poor and distressed people to provide them with riOe at

Taka 10 per kilogram. The Prime Minister called upon all to help the farmers in cutting paddy.

The Prime Minister said some essential factories like pharmaceutical industries will have to be

reopened. The Premier requested the Muslim devotees to offer prayers at home instead of
mosque for protection of all. The Premier said she has tasked a secretary in every district for
supervising and coordinating the relief distribution programme and health management work
in view of the coronavirus outbreak in the country. Hours after announcement of the Premier,

the Prime Minister's Office issued an order in this regard tasking 64 secretaries for 64 districts.

The country's Covid-19 death toll hit 101 after 10 more patients died and 492 people

tested positive for coronavirus taking the total number of detected cases to 2,948 in 24 hours

till 2:30pm yesterday, said Additional Director General (Administration) of Directorate
General of Health Services (DGHS) Prof Nasima Sultana in a virtual media briefing at her
office. She said a total of 26,604 samples have so far been tested since the detection of first
COVID-I9 cases adding2,779 were tested in the past 24 hours. Meanwhile, 10 more patients

recovered in those 24 hours, which brought the total number of cases of recovery to 85. Among
the fatalities, four are in their 60s, four in their 50s and2 in their 40s. Nasima said75,047
people are now at both home and institutional quarantine. The Central Medical Stores Depot
Director Brigadier General Mohammad Shahidullah said a total number of 373,921 PPE are

now in stock. Shahidullah said Bangladesh is producing 70 percent PPE while remaining 30

percent PPE are being imported from China.

Finance Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal yesterday, during a phone conversation with
Asian Development Bank (ADB) President Masatsugu Asakawal, sought greater assistance

including extended project assistance, $ 1 billion budget support ifi the next fiscal year (FY21)
in addition to $500 million budget support in current fiscal year (FY20), $100 million support
for the frontline workers fighting COVID-l9. The Finance Minister also sought $150 million
from the Manila-based lending agency for generating employment for those local and

expatriate Bangladeshi workers who losttheir jobs dueto COVID-19 as well as rehabilitating
the micro, small, medium and cottage industry entrepreneurs. Kamal also requested the ADB
president to reduce commitment charge on OCR loans given by the ADB. In response, the
ADB president told the finance minister that he had taken note of the issue of providing
financial assistance to Bangladesh and would inform the government of Bangladesh later after
reviewing the proposals.

The government yesterday by a chartered flight of US-Bangla airlines brought back a
total of 164 stranded Bangladeshis from Chennai, India. Meanwhile, the Bangladesh High
Commission in New Delhi yesterday in a statement said that more similar special flights will
be operated from Chennai in next few days to bring back remaning stranded Bangladeshis.
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State Minister for Power, Energy and Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid yesterday, while
holding a meeting with Power Division and its all subsidiary companies through a video
conference at his Baridhara residence in the city, called for ensuring uninterrupted power
supply during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. He asked all concerned to continue
uninterrupted power supply ensuring proper protection and urged them to make roaster duty
for discharging their duties with utmost sincerity.

State Minister for ICT Division Zunaid Ahmed Palak yesterday launched a digital Covid-
19 Tracker to oversee overall coronavirus situation inside and outside the country. An official
release said it will be available on covidl9tracker.gov.bd website.By using the tracker, without
any kind of log in or sign up a person can get the latest and reliable information and data in
Bangla about the ongoing coronavirus outbreak, with graphs updating in every 5 to 10 minutes.

State Minister for Information Murad Hassan yesterday while distributing personal
protective equipment (PPE) and surgical masks among the doctors and nurses of Sarishabari
Upazila Health Complex in Jamalpur said the government, led by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, is working relentlessly to protect the country's people from coronavirus infection.
State Minister said all have to follow health guidelines to contain the deadly virus.

Bangladesh Bank (BB) has issued a circular announcing aTaka 3,000 crore refinancing
fund for low-income group of people including farmers and small-business owners to
overcome their economic crisis in the wake of COVID-19 pandemic. The scheduled banks will
pay 1 percent interest to the central bank for the loan and they will get 3.5 percent interest from
the micro credit organizations. The client level interest rate has been fixed up to 9 percent.

Department of Inspection for Factories and Establishments (DIFE) yesterday , according
to a press release , has launched telemedicine services for labourers amid the outbreak of
coronavirus (COVID-19) in the country. A total of 11 physicians of DIFE will provide the
healthcare services to both formal and informal labourers everyday from 10am to 2pm from
their respective work stations during the holidays.Working class people across the country can

receive the healthcare consultation from them over mobile phone.

Bangladesh Navy yesterday, according to an ISPR press release, distributed food
materials among the 500 poor and destitute families, affected due to Novel Coronavirus at

Khilkhet and its adjoining areas in the capital. The Navy personnel also conducted various
awareness campaigns on COVID-l9 as well as sprayed disinfectant in different locations.
Besides, Bangladesh Navy also conducted various operations outside the capital including
providing food materials at Chattogram and Khulna as well as continued awareness campaigns.

In the wake of the COVID-l9 outbreak, Save the Children in Bangladesh in partnership
with 'Hello Doctor Asia' is piloting a free telemedicine consultation services in the country. a
press release said. Any individual can receive the video consultation services through 'Hello
Doctor Asia' mobile application.

Using advanced data analytics solutions, mobile phone operator Robi has come up with
SMS-based Corona alert senrice in parts of the capital city, said a Robi press release yesterday.
Residents of the areas which are being covered by the services will receive an SMS
notification informing them about the high risk of contracting Corona virus on the basis of
number of confirmed cases determined by the IEDCR. However, if that individual enters into
another risky area, he/she will get a fresh alert SMS for the area.
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